The official Navy Department Press Release was consistent with LTJG Cushman’s account of the
sinking.
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NANY DEPARTMHMENT

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
PRESS8 AND RADIO SEPTEMBER 12, 1945

MINESWEEFER BROKE IN TWO FROM EXPLOSION OF MINE

Swecping mines under fire of Japanese coasfal batteriecs
on D-minus-5 day, at Balikpapan, Borneco, the USS YMS 365 was
blown in two when a contact mine exploded under the amidships
generator room, Eighteen offlcers and men of the ship's
company of 33 were wounded.

The 136-foot mineswoeper was operating only one mile off
the boach solected for the assault landing. It was within eeasy
range of the shore batteries which had been harassing the small
craf't since the beginning of the hazardous opcration on D-minus-
15 day. Four vessels were struck by shells,

The ¥YMS 365 was lost June 26, 1945, Her loss was
announced in e Navy Department Communique on July 18, 1945,
The commanding officer, Lieutenent (junior gradeX Fred C. Huff,
U.5.N.R., of 3100 DeSoto Avenue, New Orleans, Louisiene, was
conning the ship from the flying bridge. With him were
Ensign Kendell D, Nelsess, U.3.N.R., of Fullerton, California, and
Cletus Irvin Burch, Secaman, First Class, U.,S3.N.R., of 390 Fifth
Streot, Linton, Indiana.

An influence mine hed just been expleded by the ship's
sweep gear. Then the contact mine explosion tore a segment from
the hull and left the fore and aft sections still afloat but
tenuously connected by & few strakes of deck and hull planking.

Licutenant (junior grade) Huff was pinned to the deck of
the flying bridge when the mast fell on him. Ensign Nelsess and
Burch wore hurled through the air te fall on the foreceatle
deck many feet below. Burch sustained fractured vertebrae, while
Ensign Neiscss was badly cut,

Lieutenant (junior grade) Donald C. Cushman, U.S3.N.R.,
whose father, Relph Dudley Cushman, lives at 1315 Ashland Avenue,
Wilmette, Illinois; Enslgn Harry George, Goelitz, Jr.,, U.S.N.R.,
whose mother Mrs. Mary Evans Goelitz, lives at 525 North East
Avenue, Oak Park, Illinois, and Ruben D. Pasamonte, Seaman,
Second Class, U.3,N.R., of Panama City, Canal Zone, were in the
ship's wardroom when the blast ceme. All were injured, nonc
seriously.

"We rettled around in there like peas in a bucket," said
Lieutenant (junior grade) Cushman. "All loose gear flew through
the air.

Edwin Johnson, Chief Motor Machinist's Mate, U.3.N.R., of
Green Bay, Wisconsin, took ei%ht men to the flying bridge and was

able to extricatg Lieutenant (junior grade) Huff from beneath the
broken mast which crushed his legs to the deck.
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Meanwhile, Charles H. Morgan, Chief Pharmecist's Mate,
First Class, U.S3.N.R,, of 1257 Clairmount Avenue, Detroit,
Michigen, was treating the injured. He found that George
E, Todd, Motor Machinist's Mate, Second Class, U.3,N.R., whose
mother, Mrs, Ruth Bascl, lives 1in Garficld Helghts, Ohlo, and
Lawrence George Herron, Motor Machinist's Mote, Third Cless,
U.S8.N.R., whose wife, Mrs, Lawrence G. Herron, lives at
614 Holly Avenue, St, Paul, Minnesota, and whose mother, Mrs,
Merie M, Lettenmaier, resides ot 1033 Beach Street, 3t. Paul,
Minnesota, had been standing on deck almost directly over the
explosion center, They were hurled many feot into the cir end
struck deck near the fantail,

During this time the YMS 365 had been proceeding dircctly
toward tho enomy-held beach, with the main ecngine running out
of control. Johnson went below and sccured the engine,

However, a strong current contlnued to set the ship
shoreward., It was 1in this area, the day before, that the Japs
had straddled the ¥YM3 365 with elght projectiles, some of which
landed close enough to shower water on the deck,

Although injured, Damon Edward Cooper, Boatswailn's
Mate, First Class, U.8 .N., whose wife, Mrs., D, E. Cooper,
lives at 2904 Columbus Avenue, Anderson, Indiane, made his wey
to the foreccastle and let go the anchor, bringing the ship up
less than threoe-quarters of a mile from the beach.

Soon the YM3 364 ceme slongside to remove the crew.
Lieutenent (Jjunior grade) Huff, last to leave, hed just stepped
from his ship when the vesscl broke in two, the bow section ceapsiz-
ing immcdiately.

The survivors now saw the mascot of the YMS 365 swim
out of the wreckege and clamber to the keel of the capsized
bow saction. The dog, known as "Doc had adopted the ship in
Galveston, Texas, two years before.

Desplte the danger of Jap shell firec, tho commandling office
of the ¥YM3 364 urged by the survivors, obtalned pormission from
the officer in tacticael command to lie to while Johnson dived
overboard, swam to the wreck and brought the dog back with him,
"Doc" returned to the United States with the rest of thc crow
and 18 now waiting in Celifornia for hls next ship.

This operation wes the sixth for the ¥YMS365. Previously
the vessel had swept for mines at Lingeyen Gulf, Zamboenga, Tewl
Tawi, Jolo and Brunel Bay.

In additlion to these mentioned above, the following officer:
and men were wounded in the mine explosion:

William "C" Bonecs, Gunner's Mete, Sccond Cless, U,3.N.R.,
whose wifec, Mrs, W, Bones, lives on Route #2, Box 28, Linton,
Indiana, and whoase mother, Mrs. Ruth Bones, has the address,

P, 0, Box 1103, Baginaw. Michigan.
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Jessic Martin Kelly, Boatswaln's Mate, Sccond Class,
U.8.N., whose usuel address 1is that of his guardian, Mrs.
Mottie Taylor, Poulan, Georgla.

Edwin Mordenskl, Motor Machinist's Matec, First Class,
Uv,8.N,R., Whosc mother, Mrs, Antolnette Mordonskil, lives at
3884 29th Street, Detrolt, Michigon,

Stephen Joseph Nogy, Ship's Cook, 3econd Class, U.3.N.R.,
whose wife, Mrs., 3, J. Nagy, has the cddress, P. 0. Box 302,
Fords, Now Jorsey, and whose parents, Mr. and Mrs, Andrew Negy
live at 1B6 Fifth Street, Fords, Now Jersocy.

Edmond Oscar Pelino, Chief Yeoman, U.S3.N.R., whose
perents, Mr, and Mrs, James P. Polino, live at 521 Baldwin
Street, Bridgeville, Pennsylvanlia.

Goorge Jerry Powcll, Electriclan's Mate, Second Cless,
U.S.N.R., whose wife, Mrs, G. J. Powell, lives at
1521 East Alcott Street, Philedelphia, Pennsylvanie.
ecob George Weber, 3eaman, Second Class, U.3.N.R.,
Mr. and Mrs. Jocob VWeber, lives 4t Ecost

Henry L. MelLeughlin, Electricien's Mate, Second Class,

ot
of 42-04 Saull 3trect, Flushing, Long Island,

New York.

William W. Jones, Scaman, First Class, U.3.N.R., ©
Shreveport, Louisiana,

The YMS 365 was bullt in the yards of the Wheeler Ship-
building Corporatlion, Whitestone, Long Island, New York, and
was commissioned in August, 1943,

* %N
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The last formal muster of the crew prior to the sinking took place on April 1, 1945. The
following was reported to the Navy Department as part of the quarterly report sent to the Navy.

The muster and disposition of the crew after the sinking of YMS-365 as of June 26, 1945 is

shown below:

Name Rate Transferred to

1 | Bones, William C. GM2c US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
2 | Brown, George E. MoMM2¢ US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
3 | Burch, Cletus L. Slc Fleet Hospital, Samar, Philippines

4 | Cooper, Damon E. BMIc US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
5 | Harwig, LaVerne D. SoM2 US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
6 | Herron, Lawrence G. MoMM3c¢ US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
7 | Johnson, Edwin A. CMoMM US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
8 | Jones, William W. Slc Fleet Hospital, Samar, Philippines

9 | Kelly, Jesse M. BM2c US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
10 | Kologinski, Edward EM3c US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
11 | Martorano, Alfred F. MoMMlc US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
12 | Mitchell, James 1. MoMM2¢ US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
13 | Mordenski, Edwin MoMMlc¢ US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
14 | Morgan, Charles H. CPhM US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
15 | Nagy, Stephen J. SC2c¢ US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
16 | Newman, Arthur S. Slc US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
17 | Nordyke, Benjamin T. Slc US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
18 | Pasamonte, Ruben D. S2¢ US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
19 | Pelino, Edmond O. CY US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
20 | Pomager, Joseph F. SoM3c US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
21 | Powell, George J. EM2c¢ US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
22 | Shannon, William H. Slc US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
23 | Shaw, Billy J. Cox US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
24 | Spitler, Dale E. Slc US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
25 | Stewart, Robert E. Slc US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
26 | Tobin, George D. SMlc US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
27 | Todd, George E. MoMM2c¢ Fleet Hospital, Samar, Philippines

28 | Weber, Jacob G. S2¢ US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
29 | Wells, James J. GM3c US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco
30 | Yeager, Herman G. Flc US Navy Receiving Station, San Francisco

BMI1c — Boatswains Mate 1st class

BM2c¢ — Boatswains Mate 2nd class
BM3c¢ — Boatswains Mate third class
CMoMM - Chief Motor Machinsts Mate

EM2c - Electricians Mate 2™ Class

EM3c — Electricians Mate 3 Class
Flc — Fireman 1* Class
GM2c¢ — Gunners Mate 2™ Class

Class
S1c — Seaman 1% Class
S2¢ — Seaman 2™ Class

MoMM3c¢ — Motor Machinsts Mate 3™

Cox - Coxswain

CPhM - Chief Pharmacists Mate

CY — Chief Yeoman

The Sinking of USS YMS-365

GM3c — Gunners Mate 3™ Class
MoMMI1c¢ - Motor Machinsts Mate 1% Class
MoMM2¢ — Motor Machinsts Mate 2™ Class

SC2 — Supply Clerk 2™ Class
SM2 — Signalman 2™ Class
SoM2 — Sonarman 2™ Class
SoM3 — Sonarman 3™ Class
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Minesweeping Order — Attack at Zamboanga, Mindinao, Philippine Islands March 30, 1945
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